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Synopsis

It's okay to need some help.It’s okay to be a different color.lt’'s okay to talk about your feelings.It's
Okay to Be Different cleverly delivers the important messages of acceptance, understanding, and
confidence in an accessible, child-friendly format featuring Todd Parr’'s trademark bold, bright colors
and silly scenes. Targeted to young children first beginning to read, this book will inspire kids to
celebrate their individuality through acceptance of others and self-confidence. It's Okay to be
Different is designed to encourage early literacy, enhance emotional development, celebrate

multiculturalism, and promote character growth.
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Customer Reviews

| am a Lutheran Church librarian in Florida who bought this book for our church library. | think the
work of every child is to figure out where he/she fits in the world. Why are some people this way and
others that way? Is one way right and one way wrong? As we grow older we realize that there is
right and wrong and also many shades of grey. We call this ethics. That is not really what this book
is about. This book is about differences that children perceive and wonder about: differences in

appearance--tall, short, chubby, thin, physical challenges, racial differences, and silly little things like



freckles or hair color or wearing braces or glasses. | think Parr’s heart is definitely in the right place.
He tries to send to our kids a message of acceptance of these sorts of superficial differences but
which kids (and adults) often blow way out of proportion. He’s trying to at least let all kids begin life
on an even playing field. Instead of seeing such traits and characteristics as detriments this book
recommends that we just consider them unique traits and no big deal. This is a good message.Most
of the reviewers who dislike this book take it as a comment on ethics when | do not think that is
really what it is meant to comment on. We all know that there are things that are right (telling the
truth, being good peaceful neighbors, etc.) and things that are definitely wrong (lying, taking a
weapon to school, child abuse, etc.) But this book is not about that. It is on a much, much simpler
level. Since most children learn bigotry and prejudice by the age of THREE (!) it is imperative that

we "bigot-proof" them very early in their lives, preferably before they begin school.
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